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Lorp TEe1GNmouTn. 

“ Gentlemen—I cannot sufficiently ex- 
press the happiness which I feel, and 
my gratitude to the Author of it, in 
being perinitted once more to attend 
the Anniversary of our Institution, and 
to rejoice with the members of it on its 
past success, and encouraging pros- 
pects. The experience of fourteen 
years has realized the hopes with which 
the Society, in humble dependence up- 
on the divine favour, began its career ; 
and we are now, more than ever, au- 
thorised to indulge the confidence, that 
the liberality which has accelerated the 
exertions, and enlarged the operations, 
of the Society, will never relax, while 
the inhabitants of any portion of the 
earth implore or require its assistance. 

“ But while we contemplate the aus- 
picious results of our Institution with the 
delight they cannot fail to inspire ; 
while we reflect, with complacency, on 
the honour this country has acquired 
in the estimation of foreig: 1 nations, by 
an institution which has gained their 
respect by the piety, and their affections 
by the benevolence of its object; while 
we rejoice in the distinguished privi- 
lege of being ourselves the almoners of 
the bounty of Heaven, and in the as- 
surance so well substantiated, that by 
the distribution of the imperishable 
treasures of divine truth and know 
ledge, we have been the means of en 
riching those who were poor, of com 
municating instruction to the ignorant, 
and consolation to the afflicted ; it be- 
hoves us, with your Committee, to as- 
cribe the origin and the whole success 
of our Institution to Him alone, to 
whom the glory is due: and to say, with 
devout gratitude, ‘ Not unto us, O Lord, 
but unto thy name, be the praise.’ 


“Our joy thus dectens d may be 
freely indulged; it springs from a pure 
source ; it is no selfish gratilication, but 
that which arises from the successiul 
accomplishment of a sacred duty, com- 
bining, in its object, the glory of God, 
and the advancement of human happi- 
ness, through time and eternity. 

“1 shall not expatiate on these top- 
ics before the present assembly, as imo- 
tives to perseverance in our great un- 
dertaking ; those who have t asted the 
luxury of beneficence, will want no in- 
ducement to continue their repast.— 
But if my voice could reach any who 
have not associated themselves with us, 
1 would affectionately say to them, bor- 
rowing an expression of my Right Hon- 
ourable Friend, the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, ‘Come, my Christian Breth- 
ren, enjoy with us this feast of benevo- 
lence ; unite your endeavours with ours, 
to give refresliment fo the weary and 
heavy laden pilgrims of the earth, to 
dispense that light which was gracious- . 
ly revealed to cheer the despondency 
of a benighted world. Behold, and 
pity many “millions of your fellow-crea- 
tures, who are wandering in the mazes 
of idolatrous superstitions ; partake 
with us the duty and delight of giving 
them a guide, which will show them 
‘the way, the truth, and the life.’ 
Look round on countries over which 
the Sun of Righteousness once diffused 
his lustre, but which are now enveloped 
in the mists of spiritual darkness and 
ignorance. Join your endeayours with 
ours to restore to them the long in- 
tercepted light. Look round also on 
your numerous brethren, who are suf- 
fering affliction. Unite with us in be- 
stowing upon them that which will give 
thein real and abiding consolation.— 
The charity in which we invite your 
participation, is sanctified in its means 
and its end. We distribite not the 
meat that perishes, but that spiritual 
food which will gladden and invigorate 
the soul. The effects of vour beneve- 
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lence. thus applied, may extend to gen- 
erations yet unborn ; and the prayers 
of those who are benefitted by it, may 
draw down blessings on yourselves, your 
children, and your country. 

“ These sentiments, which I trust are 
too deeply engraven on my heart, ever 
to be obliterated, will afford a test of my 
unabated de votion to the cause in which 
we are engaged; and I offer them as 
the most acceptable ruturn in my pow- 
er, for the honour conferred upon me 
lsy your resolution.” 


The Rev. Raten Warptaw, Secre- 
tary of the ‘ilasgow Bible Society. 


“ Thirteen vears ago, my Lord, i had 
the pleasure of bei: ug a silent spectator 
and hearer at the First Anniversary of 
this Institution : and I should have been 
pleased, had your Lordship and the com 
inittee permitted ine the same pleasure, 
o 1 the present occasion. And yet, I 
know not whether | ought to say so; 
for while I feel a cith dence, which I 
hove is not affected, in coming forward 
to address such an assembly as this, E 
do feel, at the same time, a glow of sa- 
cred satisfaction and delight, which in 
some measure, contributes to lift me a- 
bove the fear of man: while [ express 
my warm and growing attachment to 
the cause of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society. And I participate in 
the satisfaction expressed already, this 
day, arising from the progressive tri- 
umphs of this institution, from the time 
of its formation to the present hour. 

“Tf,my Lord, fifteen years ago, any 
man had ventured to stake the credit of 
his prophetic sagacity on tle predic- 
tion, that, so soon after, a Society should 
CXist, § spending at the rate of Fourscore 
Thousand Pounds « Year, in the dis- 
tribution of the Holy Scriptures alone, 
and surrounded by A: ixiliz iy Societies 
formed upon the same model. he would 
have been scouted as an enthusiastic 
visionary: and whilk we might have 
smiled at the good man’s sanguine ex- 
pectations, our smiles would have been 
followed by a sigh of regret, that anti- 
cipations so delightful shoald only be a 
dream. Yet, inv Lord, the dream has 


heen realised; the vision, converted in- 


to a reality’; and our minds are become 
so familiar with that which we should 
then have regarded as utopian and vis- 
ionary, that we have almost ceased to 
wonder at its astonishing details. If a- 
ny thing could have impressed our 
minds with a deeper astonishment, it 
must have been, that such a. Society 
should ever meet with opposition. But 
my Lord, { consider the cause of the 

Bible Society as the cause of God and 

trath, and that all opposition to it is 
like the force of floating feathers a- 
_ the rock of the ocean. It has 

happened to this Society, as it has hap- 
pened to Christianity itself. “The op- 
potiti yn of its enemies has called forth 
the zeal, the talents, the argumentative 
eloquence of its friends; and every 
fresh assault has only confirmed its sta- 
bility, and brought forth its righteous- 
ness as the light. and its judgment as 
the noon day. Yes, this tree of life, in 
which there is food for all, and the 
leaves of whicl: are for the healing of 
the nations, has only struck its roots 
the deeper, by the blasts by which it 
has been assailed ;. it has extended its 
branches the more widely, and been 
covered with the more abundant fruits 
of salvation fur mankind ; and arent 
all the blasts brought upon it, not < 
leaf of its lovely foliage has been giv el 
to the wind. ‘Phen:my Lord, when I 
consider the object of this Society, and 
how dear that object must be to the 
God of the Bible, that God. who doeth 
marvellous things; [do not feel, that 
1 an presumptuous in applying to this 
Institution the language of ancient inspi- 
réation ; When:thou passest through the 

waters, I will be with thee, and through 
the fire, trou slialt not be burned, neither 
shall the-flanes kindle upon thee.” In 
the midst of all the assaults that can be 
made on this Society, we may sitdown, 
and sing Martin Luther” s Psalm, ¢ God. 
is our refuge and strength ;’ and pos- 
sess our souls in tranquility. and neriect 
peace. 

“ My Lord, I consider: the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, as having 
wrested from infidelity two of its favor- 
ite sarcasms and reproaches, which it 
has cast upon Christians, The first L 
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allude to, is, the reproach of supineness 
and indifference among Christians, with 
regard to that Bible which they profess 
to believe. Well might the infidel be 
astonished, ail well might he sneer at 
Christians who professed to believe it, 
and yet seemed to show so little con- 
cern about difiusing the knowledge of 
that Book which they profess to regard 
as the Book of God; and the know- 
ledge of which they conceive to be con- 
nected with the eternal well being of 
theix fellow creatures. But, my Lord, 
that reproach is now rolling away, and 
infidels must see, that Christians are in 
earnest about the Bible. May we all 
show the most anxious and increasing 
zeal to diffuse the knowledge of it 
through the earth! 

“he other reproach I alluded to, 
my Lord, is, the reproach of alienation 
and discord among the friends of the 
Bible. Certainly, this Society has con- 
tributed most extensively to take from 
infidelity this topic of reproach. I 
speak for Scotland, when |! say, that 
this Society has materially changed the 
aspect of Christian society there. Mul- 
titudes have met, that never met before, 
and have wondered how they could a- 
gree so well. They have looked one 
another in the face, have embraced 
one another in the arms of peace, af- 
fection, and love ; and joined hand and 
heart in the diffusion of that Bible 
which is the charter of our spiritual lib- 
erties, the bond of our social union, and 
the ground of our hopes for eternity. 

‘‘No feature of the present times 

strikes me as more interesting, than 
the fact, that the zeal of Christians to 
give the Bible, is so remarkably meet- 
ing, throughout the whole world, with 
a zealous desire to receive it. And that 
desire to receive it, appears to spring 
from a principle of want. 

“There seems to be a general feel- 
ing getting abroad in the world, of the 
unsatisfactoriness and emptiness of the 
adolatry and superstition of paganism. 


There seems to be an agitated state of 


mind, as if the whole world was saying, 
‘Wherewith shall I come before the 
Lord, and bow myself before the most 
high God ?? Whatever be the distress 


211 


of man, itis distress which the Bible re- 
lieves. It is sent to men whether sav- 
age or civilized, to men in every con- 
ceivable condition, whatever be their 
wants, whafever their distresses, what- 
ever their necessities. Now whence 
has come this solace for all the woes ol 
men, and this relief for all their fears, 
and especially in reference to the pros- 
pects which lie before them in a future 
world ? Whence has it come but from 
Him who has adapted his Gospel to 
our necessities? ‘As it is appointed 
unto men once to die, and after death the 
judgment ; so Christ was once offered, 
to bear the sins of many, and to them 
that look for him, he shall come the 
second time without sin unto salvation. 
I look upon the present assembly, my 
Lord, as the celebration of the triumphs 
of this Society. And it is a day, I con- 
fess, to which I have looked forward 
with longing delight. I consider it as 
the celebration of the past triumphs of 
this Society, as well as the happy antt- 
cipation of what it is yet, through the 
blessing of Heaven to accomplish. I 
cannot help viewing our present Meet- 
ing, as a kind of annual festival held 
upon the summit of a mountain. We > 
come up with our hearts glowing with 
mutual love, and we meet at the top 
with shouts of joy and praise. Here 
we rear our altar to God, here we plight 
our common fidelity to ie cause of 
the Bible. From this elevation we 
cast an eye abroad upon the perishing 
world, upon the millions of our fellow 
creatures yet destitute of the Bible, who 
are ‘living without God, and without 
Christ, and without hope in the world.’ 
Here we raise our signal to the sur- 
rounding nations, and we inscribe upon 
it, ‘Glory to God in the highest, on 
earth peace, and good will to men:’ 
while it is seen and hailed with raptur- 
ous delight from afar, it is communica- 
ted from pole to pole with the rapidity 
of lightning, and * distant mountains 
catch the flying joy.’ 

‘¢ Let me just advert, my Lord, to the 
grand principle of this Society, 10 cir- 
culate the Bible without note or com- 
ment. I rejoice in this principle ; but 
it volves another, a principle which 
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every Protestant should be forward to 
avow;: that the Bible itself is able to 
make men wise unto salvation, through 
faith which is in Christ Jesus. I re- 
joice in this principle too, because it is 
an article that ties together all the Bt- 

le Societies, and Auxiliary Societies, 
and’ Branch Societies, and Associations, 
in’ Britain, and Europe, and throw eh- 
out the World. if you trench upon 
this sacred principle, my Lord, you de- 
stroy the blessed charin that binds the 
wholetogether. Hf you trench upon this 
sacred principle, you overthrow our al- 
tars which we have erected to the God 


oi the Bible. You silence our shouts of 


praise: we must then descend to our re- 
spective settlements, with hearts deep- 
ly grieved, and inscribe on our Society, 
©fehabod ;’ the glory is departed : the 
glory is dep: ted from Britain, for the 
Bible Society is no more. When I say 
so, my Lord, I do not use language 
stronger than expresses the feeltnes of 
mv mind; for [I do consiter the British 
and Fereign Bible Society as cone of the 
principal : poties: f the ave in which 
we live, and of the nation to which we 
belong. I consider it as the brightest 
gem in the diadem of Britain,-as the 
Most brilliant ray in ie glory that en- 
circles her head. My Lord, if you 
keep sacredly to-the Pre just ad- 
verted to, E think [ may pledge myself 
for Caledonia And I hope there is 
not a North Briton, who will not join 
his had in the pledge. 1 pledge my- 
self she will utter her voice, and lift up 
her hands on high, io behalf of the B+ 
ble Society. She wiil do usore than 
this; she will open her treasures, and pre- 
seut her gifts, not of frank incense and 
myrrh, for these ber seil does not yield : 
yet, iny Lord, her sons aie disting: iish- 
ed for the fac ulty which by a sort of Mi- 
das-touch,turns every thing to gold sand 
o! that gold, the Britis) and Foreien Bi- 
bis Society shail never want its due pro- 
portion.” -—-- 
rom the Mis 


CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


tionary Register. 


EIGHTEENTH ANNIVERSARY.: 
Freemason’s tla!l was crowded at 
an early hour. 
The President, Lord Gambier, teck 


the Chair, at two o’.'ock; and open- 
ed the meeting by a. adress of great 
simplicity aud devouon, to the fuilow- 
ing purport: 

If the redemption of a lost and ruin- 
ed world, purchased by the blood of 
the Redeemer, is the greatest b!essin 
that Almighty God bestows on failen 
man; then, surely, the most sublime 
and delightful work in which a human 
being can engage, is the diffusion to 
others of the light of the Gospel. This 
is the great and glorious work in 
which we are engaged ; and we may 

justly say, Hitherto hath the Lord help- 
Ae us! May the presence of our biess- 
ed Lord be felt among us, and dy all 
of us, this day! Mey this Meeting 
have, indeed, the character o! a holy 
ascembly! May what shail be sai.!, be 
spoken in Godly sincerity and simpli- 
city, with a single eye to the Divine 
Glory! 

An Abstract of the Report was 
‘hen read by the Secretary, which oc- 
cupied about an hour; many of the 
details being reserved for the press, in 
order to shorten the duration of the 
Meeting. 

Under the head of Funds, it was 
reported, that an increase had taken 
place in the Income of the Eigit- 
eenth Year, equal to the increase of 
the Seventeenth; having advanced, 
in the Seventeenth, from £17,000 to 
$20.000; and, in the Eighteenth, 
from £20,000 te £23,000. While the 
income of the two vears thus amount- 
ed to £43,000, the Expenditure reach- 
ed £41,000; thot of the Seventeenth 
Year being £22,000, and that of the 
Kigteenth £19000. The average 
pn esos of the two years was thus. 

£1, a amd the average Expenii- 
ture # £20,500. The Committee liave, 
since the Anniversary, come under 
large acceptances aud engagements 
to different Missions. 

The state of the Missions was re- 
ported, ander Seven principal Divi- 
sions ;—the MeprrerraNngAan, the CAL- 
cuTTA and Norra Inp1a, the VIADRAS 
and Sours {npora, the Cryton, the 
new ZeALAnn, the West Avaica, and 
the West Inpigs, 
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From the details which the Printed 

Report will contain of these Seven 
Alssions, Some mostencouragng par- 
ticulars were broug st before the Meet- 
bey respecting the ifluence of true 
poly on maay of the Liberated Ne- 
srocs in Sierva Leone, and the awak- 
evng among them of a Missionary 
S i, a incu hada great eflect on the 
Menivess, 
Phe freasurer, John Thornton, 
Esq. tien ead the statement of the 
Accounts for the Year, and made 
some appropriate remarks thereon. 

In subinstting to the Meeting the 
adoption of the Report, the Bishup of 
addressed the Members in 
a manner peculiarly ca culated to 
cherish that devotion and simplicity 
af spirit which the opening of the 
Presilent and the statement of the 
Resort had awakened. In allusion 
to some expressions of gratitude to- 
ward himself, his Lordship earnestly 
exhorted that all such feelings should 
be absorbed tn the sense of gratitude 
due to their Blessed and arene 
Saviour; and traced, in a most affect 
ing manner, the oblig: tions under 
wach che Christian lies to lis Saviour, 
under a sense of guilt and pollution in 
the presense of aJust and H. Hy God— 
in the varied temptations and trials 
of life—and in the prospect ef death 
and eternity tn ail situations, and 
vader all circumstances, he found 


Jesus a friend—touched witha feeling 


of his infirm:ties, having been in all 
points tempted like as we are, and 
able, therefore, to succour them that 
are tempted. It was then, in the 
highest sense, the grateful duty of 
e ery Christian to advance the glory 
of his Lord; and to lend himself, with 
all his powers, to the fulfilment of 
that declaration, Other sheep I have, 
which are not of this fold: them also I 
must bring; and they shall hear my 
voice; and there shall be one fold, and 
one Shepherd. 

Afier enlarging very feelingly on 
these topics, his Lordship proposed 


to the Meeting the following Resoiu- 
Alien i— 


‘That the Report now read beat 
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ceived, and printed under the direc- 
tion of the Committee ; and that, in 
adapting this determimation, this 
Meeting cannot but express iis sause 
faction at the statements made in the 
said Report, of the augmentation of 
the Society’s friends and resources, 
and of the corresponding grow h of its 
exertions: aud this meeting feels, that 
it has reason to be thankful to Aimigh- 
ty God, that, under various diffical- 
ties, prospecis are opening in the sfe- 
diterravean, in Ce ylon, andin New 
Lealand—Sclioo!'s and native Peacli- 
ers are increasing tn tudia—Educa- 
tion is advancing in the West Indies 
—aud that the Society is enabled to 
render effective assistance -to the 
translation and diffision of the Scrip- 
tures, the Liturgy, _ other publica- 
lions—and, more especially, that it 
pleases God to sisal ‘such success to 
its exertions in Western Africa: and 
this Meeting feels hereby called upon 
to pledge itseif, in humble dependence 
on the Divine blessing, to pursue the 
great objects of the Society, with re- 
rnewed perseverance and Zeal. 

James Steplien, Esq. Vice President _ 
of the Society, having seconded this ~ 
mio'ion, It was carried unanimously. 

We wauld gladly insert, if our room 

ould allow it, the whele of Mr. Ste- 
nr sett appeal to the judgements and 
hearts of the Members. He rose, 
with much pleasure, to second the mo- 
tion of his Honourable and Right 
Reverent Friend, toward whom he 
uttered many. eloquent expressions of 
afiection and respect, which drew 
forth the cordial sympathy of the 
whele Meeiing. Mr. Stephen re- 
joiced thus to give an early voice to 
the-feelings of the assembly ; for he 
considered it impossible for any man 
to hear the R--port read without sen- 
timents of jay and gratitude. Ifthere 
were prejudices against the Society, 
he was sure that it was not im the 
power of man to hear that Report 
with candour, without throwing his 
prejudices to the wind, and actuatly 
regretting that he had become a 
Meinber of the Society. (1. was par- 
ticularly impressed by tic affecting 
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statements of the Report respecting 
the Liberated Negroes. On this topic 
Mr. Stephen enlarged ; and, with his 
peculiar energy, urged the duty of de- 
termined and persevering exertions to 
remunerate Africa for her enormous 
wrongs. He adverted, with much 
exultation, to the springing up of na- 
tive Missionaries, under British pro- 
tection, who would tell to their vari- 
ous tribes the wonderful works of 
God: but he reminded the Meeting, 
in forcible terms, of the necessity of 
closely watching the secret workings 
of that spirit of cupidity, which was 
plotting to effect its objects by insinu- 
ation, when it could not accomplish 
them by apen means. Among other 
inventions to blacken the African 
character, by those who wished to 
maintain over the natives a usurped 
domiiuon, they were accused of being 
Cannibals. If they were cannibals, 
some evidence would be found of this 
among the Negroes of the West In- 
dies: but it seemed that they bad lett 
these habits behind them in their na 
tive country.* He trusted that the 
spirit which had animated the benev- 
Oleut Bishop Porteus, now in heaven, 
toward the Negro race, would continue 
to animate the Society and all the 
friends of Africa. The present op- 
portunity of improving Africa was 
great: if lost, it might never return. 
Forgetting, then, in this race of cha- 
rity, those things which are behind, and 
reaching forth to those things which are 
before, we should go on, from strength 
to strength, in the name of the Lord ; 
till, at last, that great promise would 
be fulfilled, J will give unto thee the hea- 
* At the Annual Meeting of the Wesleyen 
Missionary Society, Mr. Davies, from Sierra 
Leone, reported an instance of Cannibalism 
pic discovered among some of the Ne- 
grocs, atel ) Bepeptured and landed in the 
olony. Mr. Stephen's view is, doubtless, 
rfectly just, as it applies to the Negroes gen- 
erally ; and the intention with which it is at- 
tempted to degrade the unhappy natives of 
Africa, by fastening on them this stigma, can- 
not be too indignantly reprobated. But were 
the Africans to a man cannibals, this would 
furnish no excuse fomisurping adominion over 
them; but would supply the strongest addi- 


tional motives to every sincere Christian to 
dabour for their conversion. 


then for thine inheritance, and the utter- 
most parts of the earth for ily posses- 
Sw. 

Mr. Wilberforce, in moving thanks 
to ihe various friends of the Society, 
in which he was warmly seconded by 
Admiral Sir Jatwnes Sumarez, ad vert- 
ed, with much aflection, to the forci- 
ble and pathetic appeal just made by 
his dear friend and relative, Mr. Ste- 
phen. Among many otber observa- 
tions, in his accustomed style of elo- 
quence, he remarked, that it was af- 
fecting to think that all attempts for 
the purpose of exploring Africa, with 


a view to the interests of science or of 


commerce merely, had failed; but 
he had no doubt that the Almighty 
would ultimately prosper those de- 
sigas which had a higher end: he had 
no doubt, but that as Missionazies 
went forth with the glad tidings of sal- 
vation, God would open their way, 
even to the remotest regions of that 
unkuown land. 


The Bishop of Norwich then pro- 
posed the following resolution :— 


That this meeting, while it cannot 
but regret that oppusition, which the 
Society has encountered during the 
last year, thankfully acknowledges the 
advantages derived to it therefrom ; 
in the still warmer attachment and 
zeal of its members, and in the aug- 
meutation of their number; and the 
Meeting witnesses, with pleasure, the 
rapid increase of a conviction among 
the Members of the Established 
Church, of their obligation to support 
Missions among the Heathen. 

Never, in the course of a long life, 
his Lordship remarked, had he felt 
more satisfactiongghan he now did in 
making this motion. That the know- 
ledge of the Gospel would, sooner or 
later, be revealed to all the ends of the 
earth, was clearly taught in the Word 
of God; but by what means this great 
work was to be effected, was beyond 
human comprehension, till Bible and 
Missionary Societies pointed out the 
road. By their exertions, the know- 
ledge of the Redeemer would be final- 
ly extended all over the earth. It 




















































1818.) Missionary Intelligence from Oaherte. 215 


should ‘be gratifying to every Member 
of the Church, and particularly to her 
Ministers, that the Society was endea- 
youring to remove a reproach long 
cast upon her, of ‘being more negli- 
gent than others in using means to 
propagate the-Gospel. Tt was equal 
ly pleasing to recollect, that the Soci- 
eiety had Missionaries, who would 
yield to none in zeal or discretion, 
but, unmindful of danger, penetrated 
the darkest regions of the earth. It 
might have been hoped, that an inst- 
tution so bene.e'ent and se: iptural, 
would have received unamimous sup- 
port; but it was opposed in a quarter 
where opposition would have been 
leastexpected. It was, however, the 
duty of the Society to meet asperity 
with humility, and accusation with 
mild argument. The angry passions 


_ would be thus sacrificed, and presper- 


ity granted to its labours in the work 
of the Lerd. 

The Rev. J W. Cunningham hav- 
ing seconded the motion of the Right 
Reverend Prelate, it was carried with 
peculiar expressions of the cordial as 
seut of the Meeting. Mr. Cunning- 
ham’s address was entirely in the spi- 
rit of the motion. He referred, with 
particular pleasure, to the conciliato- 
ry temper which he witnessed in at- 
tending the late anniversary ef the 
Bristol Association. 

At the close of the meeting, the 
whole assembly stood up, and joined 
in singing the 117th Psalm. 


‘From all that dwell below the skies.” 


The Collections made at the Ser- 
mon and Meeting, including several 
Donations of £50 each, amounting to 
about £380. One of these donations 
was sent by a young gentleman, for 
the West African Mission, in conse- 
quence of what he had heard at tiie 
Meeting of the state of some of the 
Liberated Negroes. 





We have just received our London publica- 
‘tions for July, but hav only time for a few 
Extracts. 


OTAHEITE. 


Letters from the Missionaries at 
Eimeo, with their Journal up to Sep- 





tember the 22d, 1817, have just been 
received; together with Letters from 
the Rev. Mr. Marsden, and other friends, 
in New South Wales. 

Mr. Marsden, in a letter dated Par- 

aula, May 17, ISl7 , Says, ° Phe Mis- 
sionaries in the Harriet have all arrived, 
and shall be forwarded as soon as pos 
sible to the islkeads ‘Tlie Aciive is gone 
to New Zealand, but may be expected 
in-six or seven weeks: there is ne pros- 
pect of aby opporwmity before that 
time; they ‘shall not be detained a day 
longer than necessary.’ 

A letter from Mr Eyre, dated Para- 
matiu, Dec. 10,18 $17, congratulates the 
Directors on the success which has at 
length crowned their efforts: he says, 
‘O,whata glorious recompense for al! 
the expense, as well as all the toil and 
anxiety, that have been experienced! 
I have lately received several letters 
from our dear brethren, which uni- 
formly testify that ihe Lord is domg a 
great work among the people: their 
attention to the means of grace evi- 
dently shews that Ged has, as once at 
Corinth, much people’ there. What 
cannot our God accomplish when he Is 
pie -ased to work !” 

Mr. Evre has enclosed a letter’ From 
King Pomare to him, with a transla- 
tion. We hope to present this te our 
readers next month. 

A letter from Mr. Barff, dated Syd 
ney, N.S W. August 28, 1817, expres- 
ses his regret in being detained so long 
in New South Wales, and his satisfac- 
tion on the arrival of wore Missiona- 
ries for Otaheite. Ile then says, ‘ the 
ship (the Active) is nearly ready {or 
sea; and we expect to sail on the 30th 
or 31st for owr destined port.’ (We 
may hope therefore that they arrived 
in Otaheite by the beginning of No- 
vember last.) In a Postscript, he says, 
‘ My brethren and sisters are well Mr. 
and Msr. Threlkeld, from Rio, have 
joined us.” 

Mr. Threlkeld, who writes from the 
same place, Aug. 20th, ISL7, mentions 
that Mrs. T. was delivered © a son Ju- 
ly the 9th. ‘We expec, 16 says, * to 








R16 Missionary Intel/igence from Otaheite, 


sail in the Active next week for Ta- 


heite,’ —_— 
LETTER FROM THE ISLANDS. 


Mr. Orsmond, who arrived at Fimeo 
in May 1817, writes from Papetoai, in 
Fimeo, June 30,1817. “ Our voyage,’ 
he says, ‘from the Colony to Kimeo 
was long, but safe. The field is large, 
and white; and all I need now is pru- 
dence, perseverance, unquenchable love 
for souls, the wisdom of the serpent 
with the harmlessness of the dove, and 
the gift of the Holy Ghost. The 
brethren here are very kind, and are 
anxious to spend the remainder of their 
lives in the cause of God.’ 

’*Tam learning the language from 
Mr. Nott. I have written three prayers 
in the Taheitean language, one of 
which Pomare copied as soon as he saw 
it. There is nothing | so much desire 
as to be useful to these poor benighted 
people. ‘They cry for instruction ; 
they call for our exertions ; they 
demand the vigilant improvement of 
every minute for their eternal welfare. 
Soon, I hope, with the blessing of Je- 
sus, to speak to them. Let us still 
share in your prayers, and we hope, 
while our pulses continue to beat, to 
seek the prosperity of Zion. The na- 
tives say to me, ¢ Make haste, and learn 
our language, that you may be able to 
teach us.’ This has been said by sev- 
ral ; indeed from the first it has continu- 
ed to ring in my ears. I have at this mo- 
ment a letter before me from Pomare, 
stating his determination to visit Eng- 
Jand. My dear wife is at present ve- 
ry ill. 

‘A little time since there was some 
uncommon lightning at Taheite; and 
the natives went to the mountains and 
caves, and brought forth the gods that 
had not been consumed in the fire, and 
prepared to bura them, supposing that 
God was angry with them for keeping 
them at all. ‘Conscience is a faithful 


monitor. Mr. Barff will, I hope, soon 
be here.’ 


Mr. Nott writes from Moorea, (Eimeo) 
July 2, 1817; we extract a few senten- 
ces. ‘Ta us, who have seen what these 


people formerly were and witness what 
they now are, the change appears to 
be great. A few years back we were 
obliged to entice them to hear the 
word; and frequently when endeay 
ouring to collect a few of them togethi. 

er, they would escape from us if they 
could, by ssxulking behind a tree, or 
Hn nll into a bush: but now we see 
them coming many miles to receive in. 
struction ; and, of their own accord, 
building spacious places of worship in 
every district; in which they meet 
themselves every Sabbath, and ever, 
W ednesday evening for public prayer ; 

and this is common iu all the islands. 
Surely the cliange is great, even ad- 


mitting that but few know the grace of 


God in truth. 

‘On the 12th of Feb. last, we were 
favoured with an addition to our num- 
ber by the Arrival of Brother Ellis, 
wife, and infant daughter. Brother 
Orsmond, who arrived here the latter 
end of last April, is attending on me 
daily for instruction in the language ; 
and Ihave no doubt he will make a 
great and speedy progress. At pres- 
ent I am translating the Acts of the 
Apostles.’ 


-—- 


Extract of a Letter written by Mr. 
Davies, in the mame of the Brethren. 
Eimeo, Sept. 22, 1817. 


‘We have printed (for the press is 
arrived and in operation) a new edition 
of the Spelling-Book, a copy of which 
accompanies this; and we expect, ina 
day or two, to finish an edition 2,300 
of our Faheitan Catechism ; to which a 
number of interesting Scripture Lessons 
have been added: of these latter, which 
occupy 16 pages, we have printed 1100 
extra capies, for the use of such as are 
already furnished with Catechisms, 
there being 1000 Catechisms, former- 
ly printed in the Colony, in circula- 
tion. 

‘We expect to proceed without de- 
lay in the printing of Luxe; for which 
the paper brought from England is re- 
served. We hope then to print the 
gospel of Marrrew; more than two- 
thirds of which is translated, but thig 
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must depend on our receiving an ade 
quate supply of paper.’ 7 

From the Journal many interesting 
passages might be selected, but we are 
obliged to reserve them for the next 
ymmber. 


SOUTH SEA ISLANDS. 

Extract of a Letter from Mr. James 
Hayward, one of the Missionaries in 
the Society Isles, to a friend in Lon- 
don. 

Concluded from p. 152. 


They have renounced their former 
system of thinking and acting, and it 
devolves on us to model a new one for 
them; and to do this, great circum- 
spection and _ stability is requisite ; for 
whatever erroy we now commit is likely 
to be attended with the most serious 
consequences. 

The Christian religion, as a system, 
is now the religion of Taheite. And 
since it has been embraced by the in 
habitants, a reformation has taken 
place among them—they have almost 
entirely laid aside their vain and ob- 
sceneamusements ‘The men, women, 
and children, now all eat together ; 
and although this may not appear to 
he of much consequence, yet their for- 
mer custom led to many evils. 

Circumstances, at some of the Lee- 
ward islands, have been similar to those 
which have occurred here—for, there, 
a war was projected by the idolatrous 
party, to oppose those of their country- 
men who had embraced the gospel; 
and notwithstanding repeated offers of 
peace, they obstinately persisted in 
their design, until they compelled the 
Bure Atua, or Praying People as they 
are called, to come to an engagement, 
which terminated there also unfavour- 
ably to the projectors of the war.— 
Since then, the greater part of the in- 
habitants of these islands have renoun- 
ced paganism, and by their conduct 
have said, ‘What have we to do any 
more with idols ?? This is a revolution, 
which the most sanguine mind could 
not have anticipated. 





T,telhgence respecting Jerusa’em. 2i7 


From the Missionary Regfster. 

The Rey. Deocar Schmid has trans- 
mitted from Madras, under date of 
October 8, 1817, some information 
respecting Jerusalem aud Persia, 
which he gathered from an Armenian 
Bishop who is ona visit to India. 
INTELLIGENCE RESPECTING JERUSALEM, 

I was tately in the Armenian 
Church here, in order to see the wor- 
ship of the Armenians. I witnessed 
there a very pompous worship; and 
stranger ceremonies, and in greater 
number, thaw I have seen even in 
Reman Catholic Churches. Itis trove, 
Service is performed in the Armenian 
Language, anda part of the Scip- 
tures is read: but the ecclesiastical 
language is that of the fourth and 
fifth centuries afier Christi: and is, 
therefore, so different from that which 
is pow in Common use, that, as the 
Armenians themselses contess, the 
common people uncerstand bet litve 
of it. They are averse, nevertheless, 
toa translation of the Scriptures in- 
to the present’ idiom; because the 
Aimeniav Language varies according 
to the different countries into which 
they are dispersed ; and they consid- 
er the present translation of the Bi- 
ble as the standard of their language. 

I saw there a clergyman in a vew 
curious dress , who, as I heard after- 
ward from John Shamier, Esq. a rich 
Armenian Merchant here, was an 
Armenian Bishop from Jecusa'em, 
who is come to India to col'ect dona- 
tious from his countrymen here. 1 
recollected to have heard, that you 
had the intention of sending your rep- 
resentatives in the Mediterranean to 
Jerusalem, in order to establish there, 
if possible, a Bible Society. I re 
quested Mr. Shamier, therefore, to 
procure me, from this Bishop, such 
information about the state of things 
in Jerusalem, as might be interesting 
to you in this respect. He kindly 
ofiered to introduce me to him; and 
I had accordingly a conversation with 
him on last Monday, Mr. Shameir be- 
ing my interpyeter. I found the 
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Bishop ina house belonging io the 
Armenian Charch, and in appaveatly 
poor circumstances. He had a black 
rosary in hishands. His name is 
Gregory. ife hasa iong black beard, 
a benevolent countenance, and, on 
the whole, a venerable appearance. 
The Armenian Priest ere, or Vicar 
as they call fim, vas a'so present. 

I acquired, both froin the Bishop 
and Priest, the followiug taformation. 

Besides Mahomimedans and Jews, 
the following classes of Chiistians are 
living in Jerusalein : Roman Catho- 
lies, Greeks, Armenéans, Syrians, and 
Copts. The most numerous among 
these different denporinations are the 
Roman Catholics. The discord be- 
tween the Papists and the other Chris- 
tians is as great in Jerusalem as in 
any other place; so that, according 
to human judgment, there is not yet 
a probability of uniting them for a 
religious purpose. ‘The priests alone 
are provided with copies of the Scrip- 
tures: very few of the Laity have 
a copy. Among fifty Armenian 
Families, scarcely one ts in possession 
of a Bible. Scarcely the fourth part 
of the common people can read, 
Christians of all denominatious would 
like to receive copies of the Scrip 
tures in their language, and their 
Priests would have no objection a- 
gainst it. The Roman Catholic Priests 
alone would probably not give their 
permission ; yet many of their pres- 
elytesamong the Arabians would nev 
ertheless like even to buy their Ara- 
bic Bibles. The Christians in Jerusa- 
lem would like to send their Children 
to Charity Schools, if such would be 
established ; on'y they must have the 
simple design to teach the Children 
to read and to write their native lan 
guage, and not to draw them away 
from the religion of their parents. 
The Scriptures might be read in these 
Schools ; only there ought not to be 
any ARGUING about religion in them. 
A Missionary of the Church Mission- 
ary Society, who hag only the design 
to establish Schools according to this 
plan, to distribute the Scriptures and 
to convert Infidels, put not to draw 


Christians from their several Church- 
es, as tae Papists do, would be recviv- 
ed with great joy and respect by all 
denomiaations, (with the exception of 
the Roman Catholics,) but especiatly 
Dy the Armenians, who would most 
heartily enter into such views. 

The Bishop promised to write to 
his monastery, belonging to which 
there are ten Archbishops and fifty 
Bishops, to receive your representa- 
lives, if they come thither, with the 
greatest civility, and to assist them ag 
muck as they could. He iimseilf will 
not return to Jerusalem before the 
lapse of two years and ahalf. He 
dves not think that the Turks woutd 
‘hinder the establishment of Schools 
for Christians, nor the distribuuon of 
the Scriptures. 

Are not these accounts, together 
with the consideration that annually 
4000 or 5000 Pi'grims visit Jerusalem, 
sulficreut to poimt out the Holy City 
a fii Station for a Missionary, or Lites 
rary Representative of the Church 
Missionary Society ? 


INTELLIGENCE RESPECTING PERSIA. 


But by far the most remarkable 
thing which I heard, is, that tiiere 1s 
auumber of avout 80,000 personas in 
Persia, called Sophis, who, about ten 
or twelve years ago, openly renounced 
Mahomedanism. abolished circum- 
cision, established separate places of 
worship, and adopted a peculiar dress, 
to distinguish themseives from Ma- 
homedaus. ‘They are said to speak 
highly of Christ; to revere the Scrip- 
tures; and, on the whoie, as the Vi- 
car expressed it, “to come into the 
Christian way.” They would receive 
copies of the Bible, and especially of 
the New Testament, with the greatest 
joy and gratitude ; and would support 
with the greatest zeal all attempts to 
enlighten the Persian nation. They 
have their most learned teachers in 
Shiraz. ‘They have a book in the 
Persian language, containing their re- 
ligious principles, which the Vicar 
promised to precure me for my pery- 
sal, 
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Are these not wonderfal accounts ? 
Are these not mighty calls to be dili- 
gent in the work of the Lord ? 





WANT OF MINISTERS, AND THE WAY TO 
FURNISH THEM. 


Extract from a Sermon preached at Len- 
vx, ata meeting called fur the pur- 
pose of forming a County Education 
Soctety, auxiliary to the Amerivan 
Ed. Society, July 6, 1818—by the 
Rev. Heuan Houmpurey, of Pitis- 
field, Mass. 

Plenteous as is the harvest, the labor- 
ers are few. There is a great and 
distressing deficiency of well qualified 
religious teachers. This will be obvi- 
ous, from a moment’s attention to the 
following well attested facts and plain 
calculations. To begin with the Uni 
ted States. Our present population 

may be estimated at about 9,000,000. 

It is ascertained, that the number of 


competent ministers in this country, of 


all denominativns, does not exceed 
2,500.* 

If we assign 1000 souls, upon an av- 
erage, to each minister, which, in ordi- 
nary circumstances, is enough for the 
pastoral watch and care of any one 
man, we shall have 2,500,000 of our 
population supplied with competent re- 
ligious instruction ; leaving 6,500,000 
souls, or enough for 6,500 congrega- 
tions, destitute. If we "assign 2000 to 
each minister, 5,000,000 ‘will be sup- 
plied, and 4,000,000 will still be left as 
sheep without a shepherd. 

What a melancholy picture does this 
simple, unvarnished statement present, 
of the deficiency of spiritual laborers, 


* By compelent ministers, I do not mean 
those only, who have received a public edu- 
cation ; but intend to include all, whose quali- 
fications, however acquired, entitle them to 
the confidence of the public, as guides and 
teachers in the all important concerns ef reli- 
gion. That hundreds, not educated in public 
seminaries, are included in the above estimate 
of 2.500, is evident from the result of a recent 
examination of thirteen triennial Catalogues of 
all the pr incipal Colleges in the United States, 
except Princeton. In 1812, only 1305 minis- 
ters of public education were living, a consid- 
erable number of whom must, of course, have 
heen laid aside by age and infirmities, 
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even in our own highly favored coun- 
try ! 

But to be more particular. South- 
Carolina contains half a million of souls 
and but 50 well educated ministers ; or 
one, only, upon an average, for every 
10,008. An ancient and wealthy see- 
tion of the state, of more than 900 
square miles, bas but one place of wor- 

ship, (which is not used) aud there are, 
on this whole tract, no mimisters of any 
denomination. You travel 120 miles, 
on the road from Charleston to Savan- 
nah, without seeing a single church. 

Georgia contains more than 300,000 
souls, and but tifteen competent reli- 
gious teachers, of all defominations. 
There are in North-Carolina but 45 
qualified ministers, for the service of no 
less than 600,000 inhabitants. In this 
brief and rapid sketch, I hardly need 
mention the deplorable destitution of 
the whole state of Louisiana. 

In East ‘Yennessee, says a distin- 
guished missionary now in service, 
“there are 14 counties without one 
competent religious teacher.” In Vir- 
ginia, says a gentleriiarr of iededaan 
veracity, during a journey of 130 miles, 
between the Blue Ridge and the At- 
lantic, I passed but four churches, and 
two of these were mere sheds. ‘This 
let it be observed, is the most ancient 
and populous section of that wealthy 
state, containing not far from 700,000 
souls, and less than 40 ministers. 

A very respectable clergyman of 
Winchester, Virginia, writes thus to a 
friend in Massachusetts :—* In eight 
counties, containing 48,000  inhabi- 
tants, about 2000 are connected with 
the Presbyterians, Methodists and Bap- 
tists, and 46,000 belong to no religious 
denomination. In another section of 
the state, 53,000 people are equally 
destitute—and in another, 20,000, ex- 
cept that there are a few Baptists and 
Methodists. In another district of fine 
country, compact, rich and populous, 
there are about 60,000 people who are 
connected with no ‘religious denomina- 
tion whatever.” The same clergyman 
speaking of a tract of country west of 
the Alleghany, larger than the whole 
of Connecticut, Rhode-[sland, Massa- 
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chusetts Proper, New-Hampshire, and 
Vermont, says that it contains but three 


elucated ministers, and a handful of 


Methodists and Daptists. Another 
very intelligent and worthy clet rgyman, 
speaking of the western parts of' Vir- 
ginia and Pennsylvania, says, there 
are extensive districts, in which there 
is not, and never was a school—not 
half the adults, probably, can either 
write or read. Thousands never saw 
a Bible, or any other book, and never 
heard a sermon in their lives. One 
district, cor taining g 40,000 people, has 
not a single fixed pastor. Another 
respectable gentleman describes a tract 
of country, LOO miies square, in Penn 
sylvania, where there is net one settled 
ninister. 
fn Maryland, only three ministers 
are found in the whole extent of eight 
contiguous counties 
ln S16, : gentlem: in of respecta- 
rility wrote % hus from Indianna: “ We 
fave 65,000 inhabitants and but two 
Presbyterian ministers. Missionaries 
visit us, but the good seed withers for 
want of being watered.” Missouri 
fately containeil 50,000 inhabitants, 
and but four ministers: Michigan 
15,009 and one minister: Illinois 
30,000 and no minister. Even in the 
District of Maine, there are more than 
eighty organized towns, with an ave- 
rage population of 1000 souls, desti 
‘ute of well qualified religious teachers. 
in two of the oldest counties of New- 
ilampshire, no less than 44 towns are 
#1 the same deplorable condition. 
From Kentucky, a respectable mis- 
sionary writes, under date of May II, 
1816, thus: “ Thirty, and probably 
more of the counties have no Presby- 
terian ministers. Some of these coun- 
ties contain from S$, 10, 12 and 15, to 
18,000 inhabitants. There are many 
towns, in which reside the Judges, At- 
forneys, Physicians, and Merchants of 
the surrounding country, containing 
irom 5 ap to 12,000 inhabitants each, 
vhere no stated meetings are held, by 
nv religious denomination.” 
[might proceed still further to ex- 
pose the “nakedness of the land.” by 
‘he statement of many other similar 
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facts and estimates; but why should [ 
protract the anguish of Christian char- 
ity, by dwelling upon this dishearten- 
ing picture? Let it sufice, to have 
given a hasty sketch of the general out- 
lines. Nota word -in addition can be 
necessary, to convince the candid hear. 
er, that there is a pressing demand a 
home, for some thousands more of a 
itual laborers than are now in the field. 
There is an alarming deficiency of re- 
ligious instruction, which neither zeal 
nor activity can possibly supply, witi- 
out more teachers. 

How inadequate would ‘be the ut- 
most exertions of twenty or thirty reap- 
ers, to secure the approaching harvest 
of this whole country ? And what could 
you expect from one sickle, in.a field 
of 10,000 acres ? 

If we look abroad upon heathen 
fands, the benevolent heart finds no re- 
lief; for the deficiency, in these vast 
and whitening fields, is incompara- 
bly greater, than in our own country. 
The whole unevangelized population 
of the globe is often estimated at 
600,060,000. To supply every twen- 
ty thousand of these souls with only 
one spiritual guide and teacher, would 
require no less than 30,000 missiona- 
ries. But after all the efforts which 
have been made to send forth laborers 
into this vast harvest, no more than 
357 are now in the field. If these 
were equally distributed, each would 
have a charge of about 1,650,000 souls, 
considerably more than the whole pop- 
ulation of NewsE ngland. 

In Asia, the whole number of mis- 
sionaries, not including native preach- 
ers, is 102. ‘The population, it is 
supposed, falls but little short of 
500,000,000, furnishing an average of 
about 5,000,000 for each missionary. 
According to this estimate, were the 
United States situated in Asia, and 
now groping in pagan darkness, our 
proportion wonld be less than ¢wo mis- 
sionaries. © how much is to be done! 
How vast is the field! How plenteous 
is the harvest; and how few, how very 


few are the laborers! 
[Another Extract.] 
In pleading for the destitute millions 
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ef our own land, and for the heathen 
abroad, I shall content myself, at pres- 
ent, with merely asking for what you 
can spare, and never feel it, except in 
the exquisite pleasure of doing good, 
a d the rich and varied blessings which 
your offerings will brmg down upon 
yourselves and your children, from 
heaven. “Honor the Lord with thy 
substance, and with the first fruits of 
all thine inerease, so shall thy barns be 
filled with plenty, and thy presses shall 
burst out with new wine.” 

Without presuming to touch a single 
bank share, or foot of land, or note, or 
bond, or flock, or herd, in the county, 
I could easily show, by the mere alpha- 
bet of arithmetic, how every eall for 
charity might be met with surpassing 
liberality. It would require only a lit- 
tle extra exertion, with a few trifling 
rewenchments, and sacrafices, to pro 
duce a charitable fund of eighty thou 
sand dollars annually. 

Could my voice reach every ear in 
the county, [ would say, Give us only 
what you can spare, and still be richer 
than if you gave nothing, and we will 
become obligated to pay at least twen 
ty thousand dollars into the Lord’s trea- 
sury. Nay, save and give us what is 
a thousand times worse than threwn 
away, and we we will engage to sup- 
port 100 pious indigent young men in 
their collegiate course. Make no re 
trenchments in the expense of your ia- 
bles, go on joining house to house and 
adding ficld to field, provide for your 
children and for the wants of old age ; 
withhold nothing from tie poor ; give 
us barely the avails of three hours eX- 
tra labour each week, and it will 
amount, in this single county to more 
than $26,000 annually. Give us only 
a fifth part of what the law suits of the 
county annually costs the inhabitants, 
and it will handsomely support 100 
young men in College. Allow us but 
a single tithe of what is now most mis- 
chievously laid out for ardent spirits, 
and it will maintain at least 100 more. 
Nay, let us have merely the simple in- 
terest of what it annually costs this 
county, or any other, of equal popula- 
tion, to ‘wake sots and begyars, and ma- 
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niacs ; to purchase dropsies, gout anc 
fevers, early graves and everlasting 
contempt; give us barely the interest 
of the money which is thus expended, 
and we will engage to support thirty 
pious young men, in their preparations 
for the ministry. 

These estimates may appear to some 
quite enormous; but a few plain calcu- 
lations will show that they are extreme- 
lv moderate. The population of Berk. 
shire, accordiug to the last census, is 
about 35,000. It appears from official 
returns to the Secretary’s Office, int 
1810, that more than 33.000,000 gal- 
lons of ardent spirits are annually con- 
sumed in the United States. The av- 
erage proportion for this county 1s, 
within a fraction, of 150,000 gallons. 
We wil! suppose, howeve r, that the in- 
habitants of Berkshire drink one third 
less than their full share, or only 
100,000 gallons, amounting, at 75 cents 
per gallon, to $79,000. Certainly not 
one fourth part of this expense for li- 
quor can be necessary. More than 
$60,000 must. be worse than thrown 
away. But we will make another de- 
duction of one third, {rom the last esti- 
mate, in favor of the county: and the 'D 
we shall have a saving of $40,000, 
the single article of spirituous lt hor. 
This may be put down as our frst item 
in the charitable fund of the e unt. 

Secondly.— Making every re asonable 
deduction for childhood, sickness and 
old age, there must be in a population 
of 35,000 souls, 8000 persons of full 
strength to labor, who might, upon an 
average, devote the avails o! three hours 
labour each week, te chariteble purpo- 
ses. This would amount, in a year, te 
no fess than thirteen days. ‘The earn- 
ings of each day could not surely be 
less than twenty five cents, or three 
dollars twenty-five cents per annum, 
Muitiply three dollars tventy five cents 
the earnings of one ee mn, bv SO0u, 
and you have aa aggregate of 26,000 


dollars. ‘his is our seeoud item. 
Thirdly.—As many as 0000. persons 
m be rkshi ire, {; rom htteern vi ars old anc 


upwards, are ineasy aod iwany of them 
in afiluent circumstances; and thes 
cannot spend less fer clavhrmg, upen as 
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average, than 60 dollars per annum. 
Now, how very easily might each indi- 
vidual vetrench to the amount of two 
dollars, (making $12,000 in the aggre- 
gate) and the difference would never 
be perceived. Let this therefore, stand 
as our third item. 

Fourthly.—One third of the families 
in this county, or 2000, at least, are in 
easy circumstances. Let each of these, 
upon an average, reserve five doilars 
from their customary annual appropri 
ations for furniture and equipage; a 
trifle which would make no percéptible 
difference in their style of living, and 
we shall have a fourth item, in our 
charitable fund, of $10,000. 

In addition to all this, it would be 
easy to show, how large sums might be 
saved, without the smallest dimunition 
ofconifort, and with the less of but 
very little — from celebrations 
of Independence, military reviews, as- 
semblies, concerts, shows and tea par- 
ties. But to say nothing of these, let 
us take the items for our charitable 
fund as above stated, viz.—40,000 dol- 
lars saved by temperance in the use of 
spirituous liquors; 26,000 earned by 
extra labour; 12,000 saved by imper 
ceptible retrenchments in dress, and 
10.000 by a similar exercise of econo- 
my in furniture and equipage; amount- 
ing to the round sum of eighty eight 
thousand dollars annuaily. 

Divide this by 35,000, (the popula- 
tion of this county) and it gives rising 
of 250) dollars to be disposed of in 
charity, by each town, containing 1090 
inhabitants, and so in proportion for 
the larger and smaller. This sum 
would enable such towns to contribute 
once in two months thus :—first con- 
tribution to the Foreign Mission Socie- 
ty, 200 dollars. Second, to the Berk- 
shire Missionary Seciety, 150. Third, 
to the fund for the education of heath- 
en children, 300. Fourth, to the Do 
mestic Missionary Society, 50 Fifth, 
to the Bible Society, 200; and sixth, 
to the Education Society, 400; leaving 
1100 dollars still in the hands of the 
people, for other charitable purposes. 

_ Now, might all this good be done by 
asingle town; might it be done, mere- 


ly by the savings and retreachments 
whicli have been specified, and shall 
we be seriously told, aiter all, that the 
whole county is unable to contribute a 
few thousand dollars anaually, to edu- 
cate pious younz men for the Ministry, 
and to send Bibles and Missionaries to 
the heathen ? 

fam aware, that it might be found 
difficult to contribute, according to the 
foregoing estimate, all in money. Nor 
is it necessary. A handsome sam might 
be given in cash, and for the rest, vari- 
ous expedients might be successfully 
adopted; such as have been already 
adopted in various places, and to some 
extent, in this county. Indigent. stu- 
dents might be furnished with clothing, 
bedding, &c. A few wealthy families, 
in almost every town, might board one 
or two indigent pious young men, 
while they are preparing for Coltege. 
The females might establish a County 
Ware House, where the avails of their 
industry and ingenuity might be depos- 
ited and sold to advantage. Or they 
might form little working parties, in 
their respective neighbourhoods, and 
easily turn their industry to good ac- 
count. ‘To accommodate those who 
wish well to the great cause, but have 
very little money to spare, a receiver 
might be appointed in every town, 
wit) whom all kinds of produce and 
mechanical work might be deposited, 
and ultimately converted into money, 
clothing, &c. 

BENEVOLENT SOCIETIES. 

The formation of Societies in our new set- 
tlements for the promotion of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom, is peculiarly encouraging. They 
are like little nurseries, in which the seeds of 
benevolence are sown and kept alive, and 
which shall ere long cause the wilderness to 
bud aad blossom asthe rose. They are anin- 
dication that those who constitute them know 
the value of Gospel privileges; and while 
they are thus contributing to send the Gospel 
to others, they give the most acceptable prooi 
of their gratitude, to those who have bereto- 
fore rememered them in their prayers aud 
their contributions. 

The following account of several Societies 


in Susquehannah Co. Penn. is communicated 
by a valued ‘Correspondent at Lawsville. 


“On the first day of January last, a 
few females in this town being desirous 
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of devoting some of their substance to 
religious purposes, organized them- 
selves into a Society, known™by the 
name of the “ Female Cent Society in 
Lawsville.” Their particular object is 
to promote a knowledge of Jesus Christ, 
by helping the Foreign Missionary So 
ciety, and some Benevolent Society in 
educating indigent pious young men 
for the Gospel ministry. 

On the first Tuesday of last June, 
they held their first Annual Meeting, 
and paid into the treasury between five 
and six dollars. 

Though this sum is small, yet it may 
do much good. Itis hoped that the 
beneficence of this young Society will 
still increase with the imcrease of Dji- 
vine light, and gracious influences of 
the Holy Spirit with which we have 
lately been merciful'y refreshed. The 
Lord has done great things for some of 
us. Last Sabbath, 14 persons who 
were never before members of any 
church, were admitted into the church 
of Christ in this place. 

“In Great Bend, on the fifth of Jan- 
uary last. a number of Females, being 
desirous of dog something to promote 
the iiterests of the Great Redeemer’s 
kingdom, convened, and organized 
themselves into a Society, known by 
the name of the “Female Cent Socie- 
ty in Great Bend.” Their ehject is to 
promote a knowledge of C hrist by he!p- 
ing the Foreign Missionary Soci lety, 
and also some benevolent Society, in 
educating indigent pious young men 
ior the Gospel ministry. On the see- 
ond Tuesday in June last, thev held 
their first annual meeting and paid in- 
to the treasury above nine dollars. 

“ Similar Societies were formed:last 
Aprilon Mount Ararat, and in Clif- 
ford, for the purpose of helping the 
Foreign Missionary Society in sending 
the’Gespel of Christ to the heathen. 

“ May the Glorious Lord bless these 
infant institutions in these new settle 
ments, by increasing their number, 
their virtue, and their true piety : and 
make them feel that it is indeed more 
blessed to give than to receive— that it 
is far better to give their substance to 
Jesus Christ, than to consume it upon 
their lusts.” 
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From the Weekly Recorder. 
iiercor, Fa. July 20. 

Among the many pleasing a counts 
which are transmitted to the world 
throug the medium of your useful pa- 
per, there is nowe ranks higher in my 
view than the praiseworthy disposition 
and conduct of the fair part of the hu- 
man family, | mean the females. ‘hey 
are now making, and have often made, 
a very pleasing display of talents, be- 
nevolence, sympathy, and pie ty, in 
promuting the cause of the Redeemer. 
Fo the long catalogue of good works 
—1 hope the fruit of grace, permit me 
to add, that two Female Cent Socie- 
ties lately formed in the Congrega- 
tions of Mercer and Salem, under the 
care of the Rev. Samuel Tait, have 
placed fiity dollars under the direction 
of the Board of Missions of the Synod 
of Pittsburgh, with a special view to 
aid in teaching the children of the 
Seneca tribe of Indians to read the 
word of God. And the ladies of the 
same Congregations have forwarded 
the necessary sam fo make their Pas- 
tor a member for life of the American 
Bible Society. 


Extract of a letter from Mr.Wu Sx ocomn,£re- 
ceplor of an Ae ‘ademy at Yarictta, Ohio; to 
his friend in Boston, dated Aug. 13, 1818. 


«“ The state of religion around us is low, but 
the state of morals is evidently improving 
Open violations of the Sabbath are not so fre- 
qu ent; profanity is becoming unpopular, and 
drunkenness more disgracetul. It is hoped 
that Ohio is fast emerging from that darkness 
which has so long cov ered her, and that those 
places which were once the habitation of cru- 
elty, will soon be places of fruittul fields end 
vineyards, yielding the peaceable fruits of 
righteousness. 

“ The Virginia blacks continue to attend the 
Sabbath School, and to make repid improve- 
ment. Some ofthem, to whom ij tau: e 
alphabet last seasen, can now read Wi : 

rable fluency in the Testament. One « 
masters tok d me, that he found it mec 


for them to go to School on the Sal bails. then 
to stroll about in the fields : be seid tho: c. v 
were better servants, and u.ore faiihvil ic his 
business. “bis is another proot that s le. 
some instruction does not “ rnin” the ve 


Sabbath schools are commeneing in mar { 
the settlements around us, and are prodoctve 
of much good. In two instances they hav 
been commenced by asingcle female wo hoot 
much, if anv other assistance, and still eontin- 
6 to prosper 
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POETRY. 
For the Religious lutelligencer. 
: Perfeci Rest. 
When first the Almighty’s forming hand 
= uis’d from the dust the creature man, 
rizht angels came, a throngiag baud, 
To gaze aud w onder at the plan. 


Sweet mercy knelt the work to view, 
And smiling said, “this charge is mine ;” 
While truth with darkening pencil drew 
His future folly, care, and sin. 


The errors of his future years, 

Tn deep and awful shades were shown 
Yet mercy, still, through gushing tears 
Would claim the w anderer for her own. 


Love blest the child, while o’er his breast 
Her rosy garland fain would haag 

Hope, on his brow her signet press 'd, 

And smiling joy her cy mal rang. 

Fancy her airy pinions spread, 

Of wildering flight, and rainbow grace ; 
And pleas’ d, the infant rais’d his head 
Their dazzling, fading hues to trace 


Another cast a distant glance 

Of soft, serene, benignant ray ; 

As purest forms in shadowy trance 
Gleuin on the eye—then fleet away: 
But as the wax that soonest warms, 
Retains the quick impression long ; 

So did the stranger bear her charms, 
Grav'd on his bosom, deep and strong. 


Sent to his cold abode of clay, 

Still of that beauteous form he thought ; 
Mid yeuth, or childhood’s sportive day, 
For her he sivh'd, for her lie sought. 


3ut chief, when age his temples crown'd, 
And o’er his heart strange chillness crept ; 
When dull was every tuneful sound, 
For her his eye incessant wept. 
At length a voice his ear address‘d, 
Soft as pure masic’s holy swell, 
«“ My name, Oh Man, is "Perfect Rest ; 
Seek me in heaven, for there I dwell.” _H. 





ANECDOTES. 
Of achild only five years old. 


‘One Sabbath afternoon, a little before the 
school commenced, as I (the Sunday School 
teacher) was sitting alone in the vestry room, 
Eliza, C came up to me, and, with asmile 
upon her countenance, said, ‘ Sir, shall I read 
a chapter in the New-Testament to you? I 
answered, ‘Ifyou ‘please, and I shall be ve 
glad to hear you.’ She read the chapter in 
such a manner, for one of so tender an age, as 
greatly ee me.—I gave her a penny. 
After which, I observed her to walk about the 
room, as ifin search of something, and pres- 
eutly came again to me, and enquired, ‘ Sir, 
have you not got a money box ?” (meaning the 
Sunday School Missionary Box). I replied, 
‘Yes: it is placed by the window :’ pointing to 
itat the same time with my finger. She ran, 
got upon a chair, and dropped the penny inte 





the box. When she had so dene, I said, ‘ What 
have you put the money into the box for» 
She instaatly replied, ‘It is to send somebody 
to tell the poor people about the great God; 

and [ have got sixpence more at home, if my 
mother will fet me have it.’ 

Atatownin Mass. a little girl, eight years 
old, was lately sent by her henielene mother 
to carr y some article of cottort to a poor wo- 
man in her neizhbourbhood, who, although a 
professor of religion, had long shametully neg- 
lected attending public worship. On see ing 
the child, the woman said, “she had heard 
taat the Lady gave Bibles to the poor, and that 
she wished one might be given tou her, tor the 
old one she had, was so worn, she was oblived 
to guess it oul.” The child returned home, 
full ‘of earnestness to have a Bible given to the 
poor w oman, stating as a reason, t that the wo- 
man was obliged to guess out the words of the 
Bible she owned, “ And,” said the child, * I ara 
afraid, Mamma, she does not guess it right, for 
she never goes to meeting!” 





Commencement at Yale College. 


The Exercises accompanying Commence- 

ment this year, will be in the following order: 

On Tuesday, at 3 o’elock, P. M.an “Oration 
will be delivered before the P. B. K. Society, 
by the Rev. Gardiner Spring; which will be 
followed by the usual deelamation for prizes. 
In the evening, a Sermon will be preached be- 
fore the Education Society, by the Rev. Timo- 
thy P. Gillet. 

On the evening of Commencement day, the 
Concio ad Clerwn will be preached by the Rev. 
Calvin Chapin, D D. 

On Thursday, in the afternoon, a Sermon 
will be preached before the Board of Cominis- 
sioners for Foreign Missions, by the Rev. Dr. 
Spring, or the Rev. Dr. Payson. 

The examination for admission to College, 
will commence on Tuesday, at eight o'clock, 
A. M. 

The Directors of the Domestic Missionary 
Society, will meet on Tuesday morni.g. 

The Annual Meeting of the Education So- 
ciety, will be on Thursday morning. 

‘ale College, Sept. 1, 1818. 

Doctrinal Tracts. 

Three Nos. ofa series of Tracts, designed to 
illustrate and enforce the most important doc- 
trines of the Gospel, are published and for sale 
at this office :—Price, 1 cent for ten pages. 

No. 1, 12 pages, entitled General reasons for 
believing the Doctrines of Grace. 

No. 2,24 pages. Man a free agent without 
the aids of Divine Grace. 

No. 3, 44 pages Plain reasons for relying 
on Presbyterian ordination, in a letter. 
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